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WiL PEtty, thE VOiCE
hundreds of students 
marched towards the 
Gold Dome last week, 
using signs and chants to 
express their  opposit ion 







If the prospect of learn-
ing a foreign language seems 
overwhelming, look to Eric 
Skipper, associate professor 
of Spanish, as a guide.
“What stands out about 
Skipper is his effort to broad-
en our student’s experience 
in foreign languages,” Penny 
Mills, executive dean for the 
Oconee campus, said.
Skipper has been named 
2010 Spanish Professor of the 
Year by the Georgia chapter 
of the American Association 
of Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese.
Founded in New York 
City in 1917, AATSP mem-
bers represent teachers, pro-
fessors and administrators 
who support Hispanic and 
Luso-Brazilian languages 
and cultures.
“Skipper is a stellar in-
structor and has an out-
standing record of academic 
citizenship,” Cheryl Gooch, 
dean for the School of Hu-
manities and Fine Arts at 
GSC, said via e-mail.   “He 
deserves this honor.”
Since his arrival at Gaines-
ville State College, Skipper, 
who is also the foreign lan-
guage department coordina-
tor between Gainesville and 
Oconee, has been instru-
mental in some of the recent 
changes that have taken place 
in that department.  
At the Oconee campus, 
Skipper wanted the foreign 
language lab to have its own 
space instead of being situ-
ated in the middle of the 
library.  As a result, the lan-
guage lab now has its own 
classroom.
Also three new languages, 
Arabic, Chinese and Italian, 
have been added to the cur-
riculum with Skipper’s help. 
He also found three native 
speakers to instruct the new 
language courses.  
Although Spanish is her 
native language, student Kar-
en Llanes has taken Spanish 
2002 with Skipper.  
Llanes wanted a refresh-
er on Spanish grammatical 
rules.  “It really worked be-
cause I thought it was going 
to be an easy class because I 
Skipper is Ga. Spanish prof of the year
Branden Lefty
Eric Skipper was named professor of the year by the American Association 
of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese.
already knew Spanish, but he 
made this class a challenge 
for me,” Llanes said via e-
mail.
In order for Skipper to 
earn an award, letters of rec-
ommendation had to be sent 
to the AATSP.
Additionally, Skipper had 
to provide a personal state-
ment which represents his 
teaching philosophy and de-
scribe what activities he uses 
in the classroom to help de-
velop critical thinking and 
higher order thinking skills 
in his students.
“You have to be aware of 
the different backgrounds 
you end up with in a class,” 
Skipper said. “Approach a 
class with a sense of fairness.”
Skipper took Spanish as 
an undergraduate in college. 
Within a year he decided for-
eign language was something 
he could use as a career. 
Then after two years, he 
did a summer immersion 
program where no English 
was spoken and since then, 
has never looked back.
Daniel Parkerson, a biol-
ogy major who is working 
toward an associate’s degree 
“On a personal level, 
he connects with 
students.”
-Daniel Parkerson, 
one of Skipper’s students
see “Skipper” page 4
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Carol Kraemer was chosen by the GIS Corps to volunteer in Haiti until 
the UN cancelled the operation without explanation.
in Spanish at GSC, has taken Spanish 2002 
and says Skipper explains the language in 
the way students need in order to under-
stand the material.
“On a personal level, he connects with 
students,” Parkerson said.  “He took the 
time to help and really explain the struc-
ture and give you ways to remember 
things.”
Recognizing that people have different 
aptitudes, Skipper says most people can 
become fluent in Spanish and be able to 
converse in a couple of years if they work 
at it.
“It’s easier to learn a foreign language 
when you’re young, five or six years old,” 
he said.  “It’s harder when you’re a college 
student when you first approach learning a 
foreign language.”
Learning Spanish is a two-prong en-
deavor where the first part, the structural 
aspect, is dealt with in the classroom, Skip-
per said.
“Second, you must have someone to 
speak with, and one-on-one with a native 
speaker practice is necessary,” he said.
Skipper said students who are passive 
don’t do as well as those who go outside of 
class and learn and practice.
“I would like to say that his teaching 
method, it was one of the best in my opin-
ion because he really tried to involve every 
student in the class using different activi-
ties,” Llanes said. “I would strongly recom-
mend Skipper to other GSC students.” 
“You have to strike a cultural nerve 
when teaching otherwise you won’t get 
their attention,” Skipper said.  “You have 
to step back and look at the big scheme 
and say, ‘How can I make this interesting 
or fun?’”
Skipper will be recognized for his 
achievement at the Foreign Language As-
sociation of Georgia’s conference in March.




Last month when a devastating earth-
quake ripped across southern Haiti, Car-
ol Kraemer had an overwhelming desire 
to do something to help.
Little did she know that she actually 
might have the opportunity to do so.
Professor Chris Semerjian came 
upon an advertisement stating that the 
GIS (Geographic Information Science) 
Corps was looking for volunteers with a 
specific skill set to go to the United Na-
tions.
Kraemer, who is both a student and a 
staff member, was selected to participate 
in the volunteer mission and received a 
phone interview after only two days of 
being selected. 
“I didn’t actually realize how big (this) 
was until I got around other people and 
saw their reaction to it,” Kraemer said. 
GIS is the taking of data and giving it 
a spatial reference,  Kraemer said. 
Google Maps, for example, uses this 
science. “You type in an address to be 
taken to a location on the map. (You can 
find for that location) databases, behind 
the scenes, store locations of other ad-
dresses that can be associated with busi-
nesses and points of interest,” Kraemer 
said.
This was the first time that the UN has 
ever asked the GIS Corps for volunteers. 
“I am so honored that they even selected 
me,” Kraemer said. 
Kraemer attended GSC until 2002 
when she graduated with an Associate 
of Science degree in the GIS certificate 
program (one of GSC’s first).
After graduation, Kraemer worked in 
the GIS field at an engineering firm. She 
worked in the GIS field for five and a half 
years until she decided she wanted to 
work toward her master’s degree. 
Upon reentry to GSC, the science 
department convinced her to return to 
work as GSC’s Institute for Environmen-
tal and Spatial Analysis’ GIS research 
and lab coordinator.   There she serves 
as support staff while working towards 
her four-year degree in environmental 
science.
 “Carol possesses outstanding project 
management and critical thinking skills 
that allow her to address complex spatial 
problems,” said Chris Semerjian in an e-
mail.  “Carol is central to the organiza-
tion of our lab and helps manage much 
of the student – based outreach and ser-
vice projects in the GIS program.”
“Carol Kraemer is very helpful and 
patient with all of her students,” Natalie 
Marks said.
Unfortunately, before Kraemer could 
help, the UN pulled the plug on the op-
eration without really giving any sort of 
explanation. 
“They weren’t very detailed on any-
thing,” Kraemer said. Even when she 
wanted to get a head start on what she 
would be doing from New York, they 
didn’t give her any clues on what she 
would be working on. 
Kraemer speculated that they might 
use GIS professionals to study the area so 
that other countries could better prepare 
for the future, like having better evacua-
tion routes or shifting population place-
ment.
Even though the UN trip didn’t work 
out, Kraemer is optimistic.
“Maybe this provides opportunities in 
the future,” Kraemer said. 
Tate Harney
In our last issue we 
displayed a photo 
with a man in front 
of the painting 
“Flight out of Egypt” 
for the article “Lo-
cal artist finds his 
inspiration in dogs, 
nature, everyday 
life.” In the caption 
we said that the 
man was the artist, 
Terry Rowlett.  That 
was incorrect.  To 
the right is a photo 
of the actual artist, 
Terry Rowlett.
CORRECtiONSkippercontinued from page 3
Ivy Smith




When she was 10, Alina Fernandez’s 
mother told her that Fidel Castro was 
her father. “I was not surprised,” Fer-
nandez said, “I always knew Fidel Cas-
tro would not be a normal father.” 
The Gainesville State College Collo-
quium Series for 2009-2010 ended last 
Tuesday with acclaimed orator Alina 
Fernandez, daughter of Fidel Castro. 
Fernandez visited the school to give 
her detailed account of growing up in 
Cuba during the Revolution, and to give 
the audience a glimpse of her personal 
experience with her father.
The auditorium was packed and 
standing-room only as students, faculty, 
staff and even local high school classes 
filed in to listen to her tale. 
Fernandez first covered the back-
ground of her parents. Fernandez’s 
mother shared a common political 
view with Castro and had begun cor-
respondence with the future leader sev-
eral years before the Cuban revolution 
crested. 
Her mother was married to Orlando 
Fernandez when Fernandez was born. 
The first few years of her life were spent 
with the assumption that Orlando was 
her father. 
Before coming to power, Castro was 
part of a secret organization that fought 
against the country’s leader, Fulgen-
cio Batista.  As a result of his activities 
against the state, Castro was incarcer-
ated. 
A mistake by a jail censor resulted 
in a mix up of Castro’s letters to his 
wife and to Mrs. Fernandez, and each 
woman received a note intended for the 
other. 
“A few months later Fidel found 
himself free from prison, and free from 
marriage,” Fernandez said.
After his release, Castro and Fernan-
dez’s mother began to meet privately.  
“At that time my father was still Or-
lando,” Fernandez said. 
Once the Revolution started and 
Castro came to power, businesses and 
public services began to be appropri-
ated by the government. 
It was at that point that Orlando Fer-
nandez fled the country, taking Alina 
Fernandez’s sister with him. 
“This man, the man who would step 
out of my TV screen and appear in our 
living room, Fidel Castro, visited our 
house very often,” Fernandez said. “I 
continued to grow up in this bizarre at-
mosphere. Fidel Castro was overwhelm-
ing. I liked the presence of this big hero.”
As a teenager, Fernandez resented 
the revolution movement.  In 1989, she 
publically joined an opposition group. 
She declined to be represented as a for-
mal descendent of Castro and tried to 
hide behind the name Fernandez. 
“I never liked the power and privi-
lege,” Fernandez said. “I was able to es-
cape my country in 1993 and I have not 
been back since.”
The audience was engaged with Ms. 
Fernandez’s presentation. Many of the 
students present were there to take part 
in extra credit or receive co-curricular 
credit.
“At first I came just because it was for 
extra credit,” said GSC student Felicia 
Files. “I loved everything about it.”  
“I learned so much in that short 
hour,” Files said.  “It was very inspir-
ing. After listening to her, now I want to 
know more about (Fernandez) and her 
journey.”  
“My Spanish teacher handed out pa-
pers in class about the event and said if 
we went to the event we would receive 
extra credit,” student Samantha Stead-
man said.  “I enjoyed learning the po-
litical point in Cuba and what it was 
like for her to grow up there and having 
Castro as a father.”
An audience member asked if Fer-
nandez still maintained a relationship 
with her father. “No,” Fernandez said. 
“Once you think differently, you be-
come the enemy. They have no mercy 
on those against (the state).”
Standing-room only as daughter of Castro 
concludes GSC’s Colloquium Series
“fidel Castro 
was overwhelm-
ing. i  l iked the 






Photos by Rachel Reed
Alina Fernandez visited the school to give her detailed account 
of growing up in Cuba during the Revolution.  The auditorium was 
packed as the community filed in to listen to her tale. 
“i  learned so 
much in that 
short  hour. 
i t  was very in-
spir ing.”
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Angela Shallcross
Generations of mothers 
come and go along with tech-
nology that makes life easier 
for the American mom. Hu-
mans have forsaken our beau-
tiful environment for conve-
nience and material things. 
One of the objects that the 
vast majority of Americans 
cannot live without are dis-
posable diapers, something 
most grandmothers, and defi-
nitely great grandmothers, 
have never had the chance or 
luxury to use. The diaper, or 
should we say “dirty diaper,” 
is not something most indi-
viduals dream of dealing with 
on a day to day basis, and as 
a result the growing trend 
seems to be favor of the dis-
posable diaper. These are sin-
gle serving diapers that can be 
balled up, tossed in the trash, 
and forgotten about. The best 
thing a mother can do to help 
her family and the environ-
ment is to put her baby in 
cloth diapers. There are many 
reasons why cloth diapers are 
a good choice for American 
families.
The most obvious reason 
why cloth diapers are a good 
choice is that by using cloth 
diapers one can cut down on 
the amount of waste in land-
fills. Disposable diapers con-
tribute a significant amount 
of unneeded waste in landfills 
every year. According to MD 
Marianne Sutton disposable 
diapers make up “one to three 
percent of the solid waste pro-
duced in the United States” 
(387). That is an amazing 
amount of waste that could 
otherwise be avoided. Many 
people believe that it will 
take up to 300 years for each 
diaper to fully decompose 
(Langdon 30); since dispos-
able diapers have only popu-
larly been used for the past 50 
years it is unclear how long it 
will ultimately take. On the 
other hand cloth diapers are 
reusable, recyclable, and bio-
degradable. Sutton confirms 
that “when discarded they 
[cloth diapers] disintegrate 
in one to six months” (387). 
When it comes to helping the 
environment cloth diapers 
are the sure way to go.
Moreover, cloth diapers 
contribute to a healthier life-
style for everyone. There has 
been a growing concern about 
the bleaching process of the 
wood pulp found in dispos-
able diapers, which creates a 
chemical called dioxin. Lead-
ing experts say that “although 
the levels of dioxin found in 
diapers are very low, studies 
demonstrate that even minute 
quantities cause cancer and 
liver disease” (Sutton 387). 
Many countries have stopped 
bleaching the 
wood pulp 


















at home the 
process to clean the water 
used to clean the diapers is 
the same as the water used 
in the bathroom, through the 
sewage treatment facility.
Above all else Americans 
need to save money in every 
possible way they can. Cloth 
diapers are in the long run 
less expensive than disposable 
diapers. There are cheaper 
diapers like the prefolds with 
pins that our grandmothers 
had to use, but there is a new 
trend emerging. All-in-ones, 
one-size fits all, and fitted dia-
pers are just a few of the dif-
ferent kinds available. There 
are several questions to ask 
when deciding which type of 
diaper to go with. How often 
do I want to do laundry? How 
much should I spend? What 
colors should I get? The aver-
age person would buy twenty-
four diapers, approximately 
ten dollars each, which would 
end up being an initial pur-
chase of two-hundred and 
forty dollars. If a family has a 
second child then that family 
would benefit twice as much. 
People also argue that the cost 
of one’s water bill could rise 
from having to do more laun-
dry as a result of using the 
cloth diapers, but technology 
has been helping us use more 
energy efficient machinery 
over the last few years and the 
newer model washer and dry-
ers will help keep those costs 
down. If a person doesn’t want 
to do the dirty job of washing 
their own cloth diapers then 
they can pay 






same as it 
would to buy 
d i s p o s a b l e 
diapers, but 
at least this 




case it is a 
hard decision 
to choose 
which is best 
for one’s fam-
ily, disposable or cloth. Sadly, 
American culture is all but 
lacking in patience, and ev-
erything is all about speed 
and convenience. And while 
this speed and convenience 
has become the growing pop-
ular trend, there is a chance 
that small changes like the 
choice of diapers used in one’s 
household can lead to a bet-
ter, cleaner and greener envi-
ronment. Hopefully if more 
American’s have the facts 
then a more clear and edu-
cated decision can be made. 
Cloth diapers are better for 
the environment, healthier 
for everyone, and easier on 
mom and dad’s wallet.
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NEW yORK tiMES 
GO GREEN WRitiNG CONtESt
GSC WiNNERS ANSWER
“WhAt DOES ‘GOiNG GREEN’ MEAN tO yOu?”
1St 





GSC winners of Go Green Writing Contest announced
Brooke Dearing
Yesterday, you were 4.5 lbs of 
trash. Today, you are 4.5 lbs of 
trash. Tomorrow, you will be 4.5 
lbs of trash. The average Ameri-
can creates 4.5 lbs of trash per 
day according to The Green 
Book, written by Elizabeth Rog-
ers and Thomas Kostigen. This 
simply means over the course of 
your life, you will total six hun-
dred times your average adult 
weight…in garbage. While waste 
is a problem, it isn’t even our big-
gest impact on the planet. Ameri-
cans use twice as much water and 
energy per person as anyone else 
in the world. We all depend on 
the environment, and without it, 
the earth cannot sustain life. Why 
are we wasting it? As someone 
who became aware of how much 
the environment needs our atten-
tion, I decided to try to help you 
to better understand how much 
needs to be done in order to 
make a difference by recycling. In 
order to understand why there is 
a need to “Go Green,” and to un-
derstand what it means, we must 
first understand how wasteful we 
as Americans are. Then, we must 
have a better grasp on the reasons 
why Americans tend to be waste-
ful. Finally, it needs to be known 
that there are small, simple steps 
that everyone can take to make a 
difference without completely al-
tering our lifestyles.
So how wasteful are we? By 
2025, the world must increase 
its water supply by 22% in or-
der to meet its needs, while 40% 
of the drinking water supplied 
to homes is (literally) flushed 
down the toilet. Every two min-
utes in the shower uses as much 
water as a person in Africa uses 
for everything in their life for 
a whole day drinking, bathing, 
cooking, and cleaning. Accord-
ing to the NY Times best seller, 
The Green Book, 2.5 gallons of 
water a day is used for irrigation 
on golf courses-that’s the same 
amount of water used to support 
4.7 billion people, which is close 
to the entire world’s population. 
Public schools use more than 
$6 million annually in energy, 
with 25%, or $1.5 billion wasted 
because of energy inefficiency. 
This equals enough money to 
hire thirty thousand new teach-
ers. Every year, 2 million books, 
1st place: Cloth diapers save waste
2nd place: Small steps can 
help reduce big waste
Brad Jamison
Since the early days of our 
country’s founding, Americans 
have been adamant about seiz-
ing any and all resources that can 
further their desire for technol-
ogy; specifically, technology that 
can be applied to daily routines in 
order to make our lives run more 
smoothly. 
Visit gscCompass.ORG to 
read the complete article
“(S)mall 
changes l ike 
the choice of 
diapers used 
in one’s house-
hold can lead 




see “Small Steps” next page
3rd place: Beating the blues 
on going green
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The GSC student newspapers won a 
total of 33 individual and group awards 
at the annual Georgia College Press As-
sociation conference in Athens Feb. 5 
and 6. GSC Journalism instructors Dan 
Cabaniss and Dr. Merrill Morris accom-
panied a group of 24 Voice and Compass 
staff members to the two-day event. GSC 
students took 10 first-place individual 
awards out of 13 categories in the con-
test, winning 21 individual awards in all.
The Compass took second place in 
the General Excellence category among 
two-year college newspapers, and also 
won overall awards for General Pho-
tography Excellence (1st), Improvement 
(3rd), Layout and Design Excellence 
(2nd), Best Campus Community Service 
- Editorial Excellence (3rd), Best Campus 
Community Service – Sports (3rd), Best 
Campus Community Service – Features 
(2nd), and Best Campus Community Ser-
vice – News (2nd). 
The Voice won first place in Best 
Campus Community Service – Features 
and won other overall awards in Best 
Campus Community Service – News 
(3rd), Layout and Design (3rd), and Gen-
eral Advertising Excellence (3rd).
In individual awards, Voice staff 
members won for Best Column – Alicia 
Harper (2nd), Best Review – Scott Jen-
kins (1st), Best Editorial or Feature Pho-
tograph – Katie Coon (1st), Best News 
Photograph – Katie Coon (3rd), Best 
Sports Story – Will Hess (1st), Best En-
tertainment Feature – Scott Jenkins and 
Alex Gregorie (1st), Best Feature Story 
– Katie Coon (2nd), Best News Article 
Based on Objective Reporting – Tyler 
Ashley (2nd), Best Editorial or Editorial 
Series – Voice Staff (2nd and 3rd).
Compass staff members won individ-
ual awards for Best Review – Joe Patrick 
(2nd), Best Review – Ben White (3rd), Best 
News Photograph – Lisa Crone (1st), Best 
Photo Essay – Rachel Reed (1st), Best 
Photo Essay – Lauren Blais (2nd), Best 
Sports Story – Mike Williams (2nd), Best 
Entertainment Story – Emily Perry (1st), 
Best Entertainment Story – Lauren Blais 
(2nd), Best Feature Story – Lauren Blais 
(1st), Best Editorial or Editorial Series 
– Alejandro Ramirez (1st), Best News 
Article Based on Objective Reporting – 


















The Compass and The Voice, the student newspapers of Gainesville State College’s two cam-
puses, took home a total of 33 awards in the 2-year divison of the Georgia College Press Associa-
tion’s Better Newspaper Contest.
Compass places second overall in newspaper awards
Small steps
continued from page 6
350 million magazines, and 24 
billion newspapers are thrown 
away. Now, you cannot say you 
are not aware. Our resources are 
not unlimited, and we cannot 
afford to continue to be wasteful 
with our resources. The natural 
gas supply is predicted to run 
out within the next 40 years ac-
cording to the online database 
The Ecologist. According to this 
same database, oil production 
will peak in 30 years and we will 
run out within 70 if our habits 
continue. Scary statistics, right? 
If the earth is so precious, then 
why are we destroying it and 
harming our and our children’s 
futures?
Some people don’t know 
how harmful their waste can 
be. Some people do know, but 
just don’t take the extra time 
to throw their empty bottles 
into a recycle bin. If you think 
recycling is something only the 
“hippies” or “earthy” or whatev-
er modern terms you choose to 
use do, you’re wrong. It’s the en-
vironmentally aware, and those 
who simply care about life.
Things we do don’t have to be 
drastic; we can do simple things 
to help that don’t completely 
change our lifestyle. For those 
of you who’ve heard of Anheus-
er-Busch, makers of such alco-
holic beverages as Budweiser, 
they are one of the largest re-
cyclers of aluminum cans on 
the planet. According to The 
Green Book, they actually re-
cycle more cans annually than 
they sell. Little steps like this 
are what will make a difference. 
When we first learned to walk, 
we started out with baby steps, 
and going green starts out the 
same way. Going green doesn’t 
happen overnight. It takes 
time, and small commitments. 
Just stop to think about what 
you’re doing. By being health-
ier, we can help the environ-
ment. When we exercise, that’s 
less time we would’ve spent on 
something that wastes time, 
such as the computer. By eat-
ing healthier, we cut down on 
things that create toxic wastes 
when made or packaged. By 
using your own refillable water 
bottle, you can save up to $200 
per year, and 14 lbs of plastic. 
Don’t take an ATM receipt, or 
a bag at the grocery store if you 
only buy a few items, or take 
your own reusable bag. When 
buying books, buy secondhand, 
or use the library, or share. 
About three billion new books 
are sold per year, requiring four 
hundred thousand trees to be 
chopped down as a result.
So, as you can see, Ameri-
cans can be wasteful with mate-
rials because they are unaware, 
or don’t care, but there are such 
simple things that can be done 
such as the tips I just shared 
with you, that can make a world 
of difference. You don’t have to 
change the way you live to re-
cycle. It’s more about just being 
conscious of your waste. When 
we start to take the little steps 
instead of trying to make ex-
treme lifestyle changes, we can 
begin to see the difference re-
cycling can make in the world, 
even if it starts with something 
small, such as your home, your 
classroom, even your dorm 
room. With all the benefits that 
we receive from a living, work-
ing environment…why would 
we want to destroy it? When 
simple things can be done to 
improve what us and our ances-
tors have destroyed, why not be 
green? Why not encourage oth-
ers to be green as well? To me, 
being green just means taking 








Dressed in their school col-
ors, college students from all 
across the state filled the plaza 
in front of the capitol building 
to voice their opposition to pro-
posed budget cuts to the Uni-
versity System of Georgia.
The students were protesting 
the “archaic fix to the dire finan-
cial situation that Georgia is in,” 
Daniel Bentley, treasurer and 
secretary of Gainesville State 
College’s Student Government 
Association. “Hopefully, we can 
convince the legislators to find 
better solutions.”
GSC student Tyler Berry-
man said he was there to “fight 
the tuition raises and program 
cuts.” Like many of the students 
at the rally, Berryman advocat-
ed that the legislators start from 
the top instead of placing the fi-
nancial burden on the students.
“I understand that in this 
economy, cuts have to be made, 
but they should at least look at 
it from a student’s point of view 
first,” he said.
GSC student leader Cam-
eron McGinty wanted to protest 
the timing of the announce-
ment of budget cuts, claiming 
that they were being enacted 
too quickly. “It doesn’t even give 
the students a fair chance to do 
a simple cost-benefit analysis,” 
he said.
Lindsey Pogostin and Lisa 
Shah, dressed in nursing scrubs, 
represented the Medical College 
of Georgia’s physician’s assistant 
program. This program is one 
of six programs that the budget 
cuts will affect at MCG. They re-
ceived permission to skip their 
normal full day of classes be-
cause they are allied with their 
school’s faculty in their oppo-
sition to the proposed budget 
cuts, Shah said.
“We’re glad for this oppor-
tunity to voice our opinions,” 
Pogostin said, “even if it means 
having to make up for all the 
lectures we’re missing.”
“Whenever there’s a prob-
lem with the economy, their 
solution is to just slash every-
thing,” Eddie Beck, a junior at 
the University of Georgia, said. 
“Our SGA is talking about how 
to deal with these cuts. I don’t 
even want the cuts. Every time 
they cut, it reduces the quality 
(of the schools.)”
hundreds rally at capitol against budget cuts
(Top) Students tightly packed onto the plaza in front 
of the capitol with signs protesting budget cuts.  (Bot-
tom) GSC student leader Cameron McGinty protested 
the timing of the budget cut demands. “It doesn’t 
even give the students a fair chance to do a simple 
cost-benefit analysis,” he said.
Charles Feagain, candidate 
for Georgia Southern’s SGA 
president, said that in a meet-
ing with state senators after the 
rally, the SGA presidents are go-
ing to propose “an increase in 
the cigarette tax and a one point 
sales tax increase to cover the 
millions they want to cut.”
Primarily through social me-
dia like Facebook and Twitter, 
all 35 SGA presidents from the 
USG worked with Georgia Stu-
dents for Public Higher Educa-
tion to organize Monday’s rally. 
GSPHE, formed at Georgia 
State, brought a lot of experi-
ence to the organization effort 
from their year of practice since 
their founding.
The rally started off with a 
press conference. All of the SGA 
presidents who attended the 
rally collectively gave a speech 
that stressed the importance 
of public higher education in 
Georgia. Specific emphasis was 
placed on Georgia’s history as 
the creator of the country’s first 
state-chartered university.
UGA student Jake Campbell 
brought a petition against the 
proposed budget cuts that he 
wrote two weeks ago. Intending 
to hand it directly to Gov. Son-
ny Perdue, he had to carry the 
petition in a box because more 
than 36,000 students signed it. 
“Many students couldn’t make 
it out here today,” Campbell 
said, but because of the petition, 
“they get to be here anyway.”
Despite the General Assem-
bly taking the day off, several 
state representatives and state 
senators attended the rally to 
support the students.
“We’ve created a world-class 
education system here in Geor-
gia,” said Rep. DuBose Porter of 
Dublin, the Georgia House Mi-
nority Leader. “It’s an economic 
development priority.”
Porter was influential in set-
ting up the HOPE Scholarship 
program. He was the admin-
istration floor leader for Gov. 
Zell Miller when the original 
legislation for the program was 
drafted.
State Rep. Pat Dooley of 
Marietta said that she was wor-
ried “that we are willing to ex-
tend the economic downturn 
for our students.”
This is our future, she said. “I 
don’t know why we are in such a 
rush to be at the bottom of ev-
erything.”
Photos by Wil Petty, The Voice
see “Rally,” next page
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POSSiBLE CutS AND iMPACt
(submitted to the Board of Re-
gents and published March 1)
-$1,175,000 
NOt hiRiNG 28 fuLL tiME fAC-
uLty POSitiONS
Reducing 252 course sections 
creating a confl ict  for stu-
dents abi l i ty to schedule a ful l 
course load.  
-$800,000
NOt hiRiNG 16 StAff MEMBERS
Reduction in Counsel ing, Dis-
abi l i ty Services, f inancial As-
sistance, tutor ing, as well  as 




Accepting a state-issued ex-
emption that says GSC’s stu-
dent assessment procedures 
are adequate and the Re-





ond-Language programs to 
high school students and el im-
inating education measures to 




Closing the swimming pool on 
the Oakwood campus.  the 
col lege is expected to make 
an off icial  determination on 
this by the end of the month.
-$200,000
ENDiNG GSC fuNDiNG fOR 
StuDENt WORK StuDy
50 percent less student work 
study opportunit ies on cam-
pus. Student loss of income 
and work experience.
-$345,000
CuttiNG BACK ON utiLit iES
Raising the thermostat in the 
summer and lowering i t  in the 
winter;  wait ing longer to per-
form routine maintenance.
-$200,000
NO tRAVEL fOR fACuLty, StAff
Cuts out conferences and pre-
sentat ions.   this may diminish 
professional development.
-$50,465
CuttiNG BACK ON MAtERiALS
Bulk mail ing and use of copi-
ers wi l l  be reduced, along 
with use of test ing materials.
Source: Summary of Reductions, Universi ty 






As GSC struggles with the Uni-
versity System’s proposed budget 
cuts, Martha Nesbitt, president of 
GSC, is aware of the effect it is hav-
ing on the school.
“To say that the last few weeks 
have been stressful is an understate-
ment,” Nesbitt wrote in a letter to 
the entire GSC Community.
In the letter dated March 17, 
Nesbitt commended Marya Leath-
erwood’s effort to step in as acting 
president when the crises hit.
“(The additional cut) came as a 
total surprise, but the size was stag-
gering.  I don’t think it was ever their 
intention to cut us that drastically,” 
Nesbitt said in a phone interview.
On Feb. 26, Leath-
erwood held an emer-
gency meeting for fac-
ulty and staff of both the 
Gainesville and Oconee 
campuses to discuss the 
ramifications of a pro-
posed additional $300 
million cut to the Sys-
tem budget.
Nesbitt wrote that the 
latest news, that was “by 
no means final,” is the 
System cut will be $117 
million. 
“We do not know 
what our portion will 
be, but it is less than $2 
million,” Nesbitt wrote 
in an e-mail.
“What the Legislature doesn’t 
seem to understand is that we can’t 
cut workforce when we are serving 
more students,” Nesbitt said, “But 
that’s what they want.
“What it will mean for us is just 
not replacing people who are retir-
ing or who may leave,” Nesbitt said.
When budget money comes 
available Nesbitt said the greatest 
need is to add additional staff in key 
areas since GSC has the lowest ratio 
of staff to students than any institu-
tion in the System.
As far as cuts that are definite, 
Nesbitt said GSC will be eliminat-
ing the Steps-to-College Summer 
Program.  And, “We are very hope-
ful to eliminate the Regent’s Test.”
The removal of the Regent’s Test, 
a formerly state-mandated method 
of evaluating students’ reading and 
writing skills, will save the college 
$350 thousand a year. Cutting the 
Steps-to-College Summer Program 
will save $150 thousand.
There has been no final decision 
released about the fate of GSC’s 
pool.  “I can’t comment on (the 
pool). But, an announcement will 
be made within two weeks,” Nesbitt 
said.
In her letter Nesbitt said it was 
important that the faculty and staff 
continue to work together to “find 
ways to work with fewer resources 
and appreciate how every area of 
the college contributes to student 
success.”
And there will be other cuts that 
will be made, however, “we are go-
ing to have to wait and see what our 
final budget is,” Nesbitt said.
BuDGEt uPDAtE:
Major cuts still likely
Several politicians, including State 
Rep. Kathy Ashe from downtown At-
lanta, have more than just their po-
litical careers to justify their support of 
the rally. Ashe is a former teacher and 
serves on the board of two universities 
that will be affected by the budget cuts: 
Georgia State and Georgia Tech.
“There is no more foolish a cut than 
one to education at any level,” she said.
Gary Horlacher, a candidate for sec-
retary of state, has three children in the 
public education system. He says that 
his support of the rally is just as much 
for them as it is for the cause.
“I’ve sat back and watched this scam 
for a while now, and it’s deeply trou-
bling,” he said. “The only way (the capi-
tol) changes is when media and people 
turn on the heat.”
Even though several politicians 
showed up, Aaron Paul, SGA president 
for GSC’s Oconee campus, said, “(The 
rally) is strictly nonpartisan. We’re stay-
ing out of politics.”
However, not everyone who attend-
ed was as enthusiastic as the organizers 
and politicians.
“I was hoping to hear some positive 
solutions towards (the cuts),” GSC stu-
dent Randy Roberts said. “Only thing 
I’ve heard is an increase in the tobacco 
tax. I smoke, and I’d be happy to pay a 
dollar a pack more to support that, but 
at the same time, that’s the only thing 
I’ve heard that was a positive solution.”
With sign-up sheets and fliers ready, 
GSPHE organizers want to continue the 
effort. 
“This is a long-term thing,” organizer 
Ryan Haney said. “It may start here, but 
it doesn’t end here.”
To get involved in GSPHE, visit their 
Web site at http://gsphe.tk.
Rally
continued from page 8
“What the Legisla-
ture doesn’t  seem to 
understand is that 
we can’t  cut work-






What can yOu Do?  
Contact your state legis lators.  f ind out who they are by vis i t ing 
http://www.votesmart.org.  Also, join uSG Students for Quali ty Education 
on facebook.  they maintain a host of  documents and a l is t  of  legis la-






The Universi ty System of Georgia 
ini t ial ly asked GSC to come up 
with an addit ional $3.37 mil l ion in 
savings via budget cuts.   Present-
ly col lege President Martha Nes-
bit t  est imates that GSC’s port ion 
wi l l  be less than $2 mil l ion.  An 
exact number, as well  as spe-








When the GSC swimmers took to the pool for the 
intramural swim meet Feb 24, they had no idea it may 
be the last meet.
The Board of Regents recently asked all University 
System of Georgia schools to trim their budgets.  Part 
of the GSC’s proposed cuts included closing the pool. 
But the pool has been on the chopping block for some 
time.
Paul Glaser, vice president of business and finance, 
spoke of this at an emergency faculty/staff meeting late 
last month.
“The pool is probably going to be closed,” Glaser 
said. “We have talked about this for a number of years.”
Despite this forseen closing by administrators, phys-
ical education faculty were caught by surprise at the 
emergency meeting.
“It’s disturbing,” Lisa Watson, professor of physi-
cal education, said. “We had no warning whatsoever, I 
came in (that) morning and found out.”
The possibility of the pool closing was confirmed as 
the Board of Regents posted an outline of University 
System school’s proposed budget cuts. According to the 
document, the elimination of the pool would save the 
school around $100 thousand.
“It was disappointing news,” Warren Caputo, an ed-
ucation, health and wellness instructor, said. “I think 
people were quite shocked. Hopefully there’s some-
thing they can work out regarding this.”
News of losing the pool has resonated throughout 
the college. Not only with faculty, but students young 
and old, who depend on the pool for classes, fitness and 
overall well-being.
“To me, this would be like saying ‘Ok, we’re not hav-
ing the Dunlap/Mathis building anymore,’” Watson 
said.
“I know I can find another place to swim,” Watson 
said, “but I think about people like Dave (Reeseman) 
where swimming is his life, extending his life.”
Reesman, who turned 84 on Feb 6, has been taking 
swim classes at GSC for eight years.
“My doctors explained that that type of (exercise) 
both mental and physical, is ideal, and that is what all 
senior citizens should be involved in.” Reeseman said. 
“I feel like it’s my livelihood because I was declared as 
certainly above average if not perfect health for my age. 
It would be a huge loss and it has been a benefit for me.”
Watson also mentioned several handicapped people 
that use the pool because swimming is a non-weight 
bearing exercise that just about anyone can do.
“Legislature is proposing the need for health/well-
ness programs on campus for faculty and staff,” Watson 
said, “citing the need for good health as a prevention 
of health problems. What better for them than swim-
ming?”
Swimming is not only a source of exercise, it’s also 
where many people go to have fun.
“The pool means a lot,” Emily McAbee, a GSC stu-
dent, said.  “I’ve swam my whole life and it’s a big deal 
to me, and it’s a big deal to other people.”
But exercise isn’t the only thing people depend on 
the pool for.
Cory Howe, who works as a lifeguard for the pool 
said if he loses the pool, he also loses his job.
“I don’t know how much more they can cut,” Howe 
said, “we’ve already been down to the bone, now we’re 
getting into the marrow.”
Howe also commented on the condition of the pool, 
citing the age as a key factor.
“The pool itself was built in the 1960’s and it’s way 
outdated,” Howe said, “when we had the funding they 
should have renovated.”
With new estimates from college President Martha 
Nesbitt that GSC’s cuts will be reduced to less than $2 
million, the fate of the pool remains uncertain.
However Ken Harrison, director of intramurals, said 
that Nesbitt had confirmed the closing of the pool dur-
ing a recent meeting.
“She said that exececutive council met and that they 
decided they would be closing the swimming pool.” 
Harrison said that he did not know what “closing” 
the pool meant.  
Watson heard speculation that the pool may be filled 
in and used for classroom space.
Earlier this month she put together a petition to cre-
ate publicity for the pool and sent it to Nesbitt. 
“We had several hundred signatures,” she said.  
Watson hopes that the community’s attachment to 
the pool will convince the administration that the pool 
is vital to the college as well as the community.
Emily Perry and Lauren Blais contributed to this article.
Pool likely to get axed
Closing of pool was considered for years, admins say
Swimmers line up for the 25 yard butterfly at the swim meet last month.  Students and faculty had no idea that administrators had long-con-
sidered eliminating the pool, even before the Board of Regents asked GSC to come up with another $3.37 million in cuts.
Nick Williams




March 4 was a chilly but 
“sonny” day in Atlanta, as Gov. 
Perdue spoke to the press about 
the budget cuts Gainesville 
State College and other Univer-
sity System of Georgia schools 
are facing. Perdue’s face 
was beet red and his 
voice at times crack-
ing as he stood before 
the press ensuring that 
$300 million in dra-
conian cuts were “not 
going to happen on my 
watch.”
Given the tolls edu-
cation in Georgia has 
taken under Perdue’s 
watch, I have to ques-
tion just how good his 
sight is. The public school sys-
tem in Georgia has taken the 
most drastic hits in its history 
over his two terms as governor. 
This may come as a shock to 
many as teachers played a sig-
nificant role in Perdue’s election 
in 2002, after unpopular educa-
tion policies were implemented 
by then Gov. Roy Barnes.
Under Perdue’s watch, teach-
ers have faced furloughs and 
layoffs. Public school teachers 
now have to pay for paper and 
other supplies, due to lack of 
funding by the state. For two 
years, Perdue gave $100 gift 
cards per se (Sonny Money) for 
educators to use on workbooks, 
posters and other materials a 
classroom needs. Unfortunate-
ly that minimal amount of help 
is no longer given.
As recently as last month, 
Gov. Perdue supported paying 
teachers based on the perfor-
mance of their students, as op-
posed to their education. Being 
a product of public schooling, 
I can tell you this is not fair for 
the teachers. First you have the 
flawed standardized testing, 
which is about the only way the 
state can judge a student’s per-
formance. Basing whether or 
not a teacher gets a raise on a 
test result essentially turns into 
the educator teaching to the 
test instead of creating a learn-
ing environment. Is that re-
ally something we want in our 
schools?
There’s also the fact that 
teachers cannot force children 
to learn, and trip after trip to 
the principal’s office rarely 
changes a student’s behavior. 
College makes many forget 
that when we are now paying 
for our education. In many of 
the schools which we graduat-
ed from, teachers are now tak-
ing the role of babysitters, not 
educators.
Why should I or any 
other student suddenly 
think our governor is 
going to save higher 
education? Gov. Perdue 
is in his last year, and 
I’m sure the elections in 
November cannot come 
soon enough for him. 
January 2011 will be 
sending Perdue back to 
Warner Robins, and our 
problem will become 
another leader’s talking 
point.
With all this said, I simply 
do not believe that Gov. Perdue 
will do anything to help us face 
the budget cuts. I believe he is 
playing politics, and does not 
want to be remembered as be-
ing the governor when educa-
tion was killed. The last thing 
on Gov. Perdue’s mind is Geor-
gia and its future in higher edu-
cation; he only wants to get out 
before it happens.
Then again, who can blame 
him? Having the fall of the 
K-12 schools on your resume is 
bad enough.
Perdue ‘playing politics’ in 
statements against budget cuts
“Given the tol ls 
education in Georgia 
has taken under 
Perdue’s watch, i  have 
to quest ion just  how 
good his s ight is .”





After losing my job, I re-
cently found myself, along with 
many others, at the unemploy-
ment office.  
I was occupying myself with 
a list ranking states  by aver-
age SAT scores while waiting 
for my name to be called.  The 
person sitting next to me asked 
what I was reading.
I told him it was the national 
SAT averages from the previ-
ous few years and that the state 
of Georgia ranked 47th in the 
nation.
The man responded, “‘least 
we ain’t 50.”
I was absolutely appalled. 
Did I hear him correctly?
I tried to brush the com-
ment off as cockeyed optimism, 
but as hard as I tried I couldn’t 
get his apathy out of my brain.
The more I began to stew 
over the statement, the more I 
realized how common his atti-
tude was.
In 2008, Georgia’s average 
SAT score was 1461 out of 2400 
possible points.  This was 331 
points behind the number one 
ranking state Iowa.
In 2009, the gap widened 
40 points to a 371-point differ-
ence.
You would think that with 
our rapidly descending scores, 
there would be no way that a 
state would even entertain the 
idea of cutting the education 
budget.
You, my dear friend, would 
be sorely mistaken.
Since 2003, when Sonny 
Perdue took office, the state of 
Georgia has decreased its edu-
cation budget by a whopping 
$1.5 billion.
State School Superintendant 
Kathy Cox says that teach-
ers are embracing innovative 
thinking to make the best with 
what they have to work with.
The “innovative thinking” 
teachers are being forced to 
embrace includes, but is not 
limited to:
Larger class sizes, shorten-
ing school years by 20 days, all 
but eliminating funds to teach-
ers for classroom materials, 
making teachers come out of 
their ever decreasing pockets 
to purchase essential classroom 
materials, and adding unpaid 
furlough days to teachers’ cal-
endars.
Perdue as well as many 
other conservatives are fierce 
supporters of education 
vouchers, which let students in 
low-performing schools receive 
taxpayer dollars to attend any 
other school of their choosing.
Unfortunately this 
dangerous philosophy puts 
children in low-income areas 
in danger of being a product 
of a failing system, as well as 
shanghaiing their teachers.
This is right-wing 
bureaucracy at its finest. Since 
the teachers are the lowest 
end of the totem pole, why 
not blame them. Obsolete 
textbooks and Turner Field-
sized classrooms couldn’t be 
what’s wrong with the system.
Standardized testing that 
students take every 20 minutes 
aren’t a problem either. It’s a 
good thing that teachers are 
being forced to teach to the 
test instead of a curriculum 
that they are don’t have enough 
time to get to because they are 
having to take another furlough 
day.
I don’t believe that our state 
government has the same 
philosophy as my pal at the 
unemployment office. They 
really wouldn’t care if we were 
ranked 50.
Fortunately we are only 
saddled with the governor and 
his administration for nine 
more months. But since an 
overwhelming percentage of 
red-blooded Georgians voted 
him in, both times, I don’t see 
the situation getting any better.
As we continue to watch 
helplessly as our state 
government whittles our 
education budget away to a 
woodchip and completely 
flush the future of millions of 
Georgians down the toilet, we 
can, for now, sleep easy because 
we aren’t 50.
Attitude of Georgia:









We are all usually taught that lying is 
a bad thing. We are told not to lie to our 
parents when we have taken a cookie from 
the cookie jar. We are told not to lie to the 
authorities if they come knocking on your 
door in an investigation. We are even told 
not to lie when someone needs to hear the 
blunt truth of the matter.
Things like this tend to hold up in the 
South even more so than other regions. 
Southern culture is very heavily based on 
Christianity. Let’s face it -- we live in the 
Bible Belt. While “thou shalt not lie” is not 
one of the explicit Ten Commandments, 
it might as well be given the emphasis it 
receives.
Yet despite this strong Christian 
foundation to Southern culture, lying is 
easily one of the biggest things that plagues 
our little sector of society. In his book, “The 
Evolution of Southern Culture,” the late 
prominent professor of Southern history 
at UGA Numan V. Bartley wrote, “Self-
repression (then called self-discipline) was 
a prime social virtue; one did what others 
thought right and honorable, not what 
the heart or other parts of the anatomy 
prompted.”
This bottling up of the individual sets 
a dangerous precedent as far as honesty is 
concerned since the whole point of self-
repression is lying about who you truly are.
To put it more directly, we are told to lie to 
ourselves. We are told to ignore the people 
we truly are. If you are a gay man or a lesbian 
woman, then hide this fact from society and 
attempt to conform to the norm.
If your religious beliefs are not some 
form of Christianity, hide them and do not 
tell a soul.
We are told to repress our sexual desires 
and wait for marriage. We are told to 
conform to societal ideals of honor rather 
than live by our own personal codes.
While it is true that lying is bad, we are 
told to embrace the white lie and definitely 
not tell Jenny that the horizontally stripped 
dress she is wearing makes her look fat when 
she asks. We are told that Jenny cannot 
handle the truth about how we actually feel.
How many untrue things get said (or, in 
some cases, the best lies are the truths that 
go unsaid) in your everyday life?
The poet Eli Siegel wrote, “When truth is 
divided, errors multiply.” All these lies that 
get told build and build until the culture we 
live in represses the truth as a whole. We 
become a society of fake persons. Every 
time you filter yourself through a mask or 
hide your true self in a shell, you are just 
being a fake person. You are not exercising 
tact; you are not being polite. You are being 
dishonest; you are not being yourself.
I constantly stress the importance of 
honesty. One of the things I decided to do 
at the beginning of this year was to stop 
hiding in plain sight. The greatest thing 
that has happened to me at college is the 
discovery of who I truly am, and I have 
stopped hiding this true person.
So now I call on everyone to try to do the 
same. Though, I admit that to be completely 
honest is impossible; we are human, after 
all. We are flawed creatures. However, we 
can make an active effort to be as honest 
with ourselves and others as possible.
This tradition of repression of honesty 
in Southern culture will live on until we 
actively change it. It is up to the individual 
to spark widespread cultural change. Life, 
on a personal and collective level, would be 
so much better if we stopped spending so 
much time frivolously fabricating fiction.
If my words are not enough on their own 
to effectively challenge you, I offer one of 
my favorite quotes from Mark Twain. “I am 
different from Washington; I have a higher, 
grander standard of principle. Washington 
could not lie. I can lie, but I won’t.”
the Southern repression of honesty:




Everyone makes mistakes. 
That is why there are erasers on 
pencils.  The thing is to learn 
from your mistakes and be for-
given for your mistakes.  Look 
at Tiger Woods, he made a huge 
mistake.  However, it is up to his 
wife (and sponsors) to forgive 
him or not and himself to learn 
from his mishaps. Also, wheth-
er or not you forgive him has no 
bearing on his life or his future. 
About ten years ago I made 
a mistake.  Unlike Mr. Woods, 
my mistake affects only myself 
and I didn’t realize how big the 
mistake was at the time.  My 
situation is also unforgiveable 
apparently and 1000 pencils 
with 1000 erasers can not fix 
my problem.  The worst part 
was not that I didn’t care about 
making a mistake at the time, 
but that I definitely didn’t think 
it would come back and haunt 
me down the road.
I used to attend a small col-
lege, when I was 18, up in New 
Jersey. A friend of mine made 
the same schedule I had and 
took the 12 credits with me. 
Things started off ok, but about 
three weeks in we both realized 
that spending the day at the 
mall that was two minutes from 
school was much more fun. 
Then we realized when we cut, 
unlike high school, our parents 
didn’t have to know.  They didn’t 
know our grades either.
Bottom line, I took seven 
classes got one C and six failing 
grades (WF or F). Fast forward 
about 8 years later, I moved to 
Georgia with my future wife 
and family and decided it was 
time to go back to school. I 
was more mature and ready to 
handle school, not to mention 
I wanted to work towards get-
ting a career not a job.  FYI, the 
quicker you realize what career 
you want to be in and how to 
get into it, the easier it is to ac-
complish and the better it is for 
you.
Life at GSC started off great; 
I was reenergized, excited and 
motivated.  I knew I wanted to 
be a teacher for a while and it 
was finally time to put the work 
in.  After two years of taking 
core classes and some education 
classes, it was time to apply for 
the Early Childhood Education 
Cohort.  I was sure I would get 
in with a GPA close to 3.2 (cut-
off was 2.75) and being a male 
with experience working with 
children.  It was time to take the 
next step.
Then I received a letter in 
the mail announcing I did not 
get accepted into the cohort for 
the next semester.  After finding 
out that my grade point average 
wasn’t high enough, I thought 
there was a mistake.  Surely, as 
an education major, I know that 
3.2 is higher than 2.75.  So after 
some research with the women 
at the education department I 
was told my GPA was 2.49.  I 
looked at my transcript and saw 
the seven classes and six failing 
grades were there.  
I pleaded to get the grades 
dropped, but there was nothing 
that could be done.  Ten years 
ago, 1,000 miles away and a total 
different person than I am now! 
“How is this fair?” I asked  my-
self.  So after coming to the real-
ization that there was no magic 
eraser, no one person who could 
forgive me, I was stuck with my 
mistake.  I had to change my 
major to Early Childhood Care 
Education (2.50 GPA cutoff, but 
working with children ages 0-5 
instead of kindergarten to fifth-
grade) and take some classes to 
raise my GPA.  
Now here I am, in a major I 
don’t really prefer (but can live 
with) and a year behind in my 
plan (or eight years actually). 
While my story isn’t as tragic 
as some others, I do hope it 
serves notice for anyone read-
ing this.  For one, mistakes can 
always come back and haunt 
you whether you realize it at the 
time or not.  Also, if you’re con-
fused about school at this time, 
talk to someone. Try to do what 
is best for you not only in the 
present, but also the future.
With a future in education I 
believe one of my strengths will 
be helping others not make the 
same mistakes I did.  I wasted 
time, money and effort.  Moral 
of my story is your transcript 
is PERMANENT; it will follow 
you around for life.  Like I said, 
we all make mistakes, just real-
ize that and eraser and apology 
can not fix all of them.  Just try 
to learn from mistakes even if 
it might be someone else’s you 
learn from.
Successes, failures follow you on your transcript
Though I missed the 
Monday rally, I am very 
concerned about this 
proposed budget. While 
listening to UGA radio 
station 100.1 and the talks 
of various professors on the 
matter, I too feel that this 
proposition is an attempt to 
rally the schools by “bluffing” 
the actual legislative intent. 
By calling together students 
and teachers alike, Atlanta 
politicians would be placed 
center stage before the media 
to address the pressing issue 
of state budget allocations in 
our school systems. I have 
heard more and more the 
comment that, “once the 
State loses money, education 
is the first thing to go.” This, 
of course, is far from the 
entire picture. 
I have worked under the 
employ of a State Park for 
3 years now and though 
minimum wage rose last 
summer, my hours were cut 
from full time to only 2 days 
a week to a total of 16 hours. 
This was a 24 hour cut. All 
state jobs are experiencing 
furloughs, except perhaps 
those who are pushing the 
legislature and members 
in Atlanta proposing 
this devastating budget 
reconciliation. 
I spent my high school 
career planning to someday 
attend the University of 
Georgia and now that I 
am ready to transfer from 
Gainesville State College, I 
face 1,000 recalled transfer 
applications; some from 
students in far better 
standing than myself. To 
make matters worse for 
upcoming freshman, the 
already low acceptance rate 






are just part 
of the story




With the buzz of Tim Burton’s 
upcoming film remake of “Alice 
in Wonderland” looming in the 
very near distance, I found myself 
looking for an entrance “down the 
rabbit hole.” 
I was not let down in my pur-
chase of a book that focused on 
the muse that Alice in Wonder-
land is based. “Alice I Have Been” 
is the tale of the little girl, Alice 
Liddell, who inspired the fantasy 
world of Wonderland. 
“Alice in Wonderland” was 
written in 1864 by English au-
thor Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 
under the pen name Lewis Car-
roll. Its original title was “Alice’s 
Adventures Underground” but a 
revised version was published in 
1865 and the title was changed to 
“Alice in Wonderland.” The story 
of a little girl’s adventures in a fan-
tasy land made up of intellectual 
and whimsical creatures became 
a classic synonymous with adven-
tures filled with fanciful creatures, 
from capricious caterpillars to 
tardy rabbits.  
“Alice I Have Been” is a literary 
mystery that reveals the aftermath 
of Alice Liddell’s life as a “forever 
young” muse. Set in the Victori-
an era, the novel evolves around 
tragedy, romance and addresses 
the Lolita relationship between 
Alice and Carroll. The novel cre-
ates an almost bittersweet sense 
of humanity as you delve into the 
story of a young girl’s fight to rel-
ish her childhood with the world’s 
expectations weighing her down. 
Her struggle to grow up in the 
shadow of the young Alice that 
Carroll created, while trying to 
find her place in a world “beyond 
the looking glass” where actions 
have far greater consequences 
then being late for a tea party, is 
the driving force of this revamped 
look into Alice’s life. 
Alice Liddell’s life is re-im-
mortalized in this book, allowing 
the little girl her chance to finally 
age with grace through this work 
of fiction. The author Melanie 
Benjamin does a seamless job of 
weaving facts from the real Alice 
Liddell’s life and fantasy.  
If you are on the lookout for 
some textual entertainment, “Al-
ice I Have Been” won’t be a waste; 
especially with the cult following 
the original story already holds. If 
you are like most college students, 
As a college student finding 
time to devote to leisurely reading 
may seem impossible. For a few 
extra bucks you can get an audio 
version of this novel, like I did. 
It’s definitely worth it to hear, or 
read, Melanie Benjamin’s take on 
the life of the famous Alice, out of 
her Wonderland and into the real 
world. 
the story of the real “Alice”
Book Review
Special
“Alice I Have Been” is a reconstruction of the live 




Mike Super, the magician and illusion-
ist hit fame in 2007 when he won NBC’s 
hit show, “Phenomenon,” but he said he’s 
been doing magic since he was six. 
“I’d already been touring, and I had al-
ready been to GSC before I went on the 
show. I’ve known Brenda for years.” 
The Campus Activities Board brought 
Super back by winning a his “My Poor 
College” contest. 
“I’m kind of out of the price range of 
colleges, so I told my manager, ‘Let’s do 
an essay contest….we’ll pick out of the 
submissions and give them an huge dis-
count and come in and do the show,” said 
Super. 
Along with his signature illusions, he 
has a signature word. 
“As a joke I invented a word and came 
up with ‘lavenous’…I put it in a show and 
everybody laughed at it. It can mean any-
thing. It’s hilarious.” 
CAB brings ‘lavenous’ fun
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For the second Teacher Feature of 
2010 we will talk to Maryellen Cosgrove, 
Dean of the School of Business, Educa-
tion, Health and Wellness at GSC.  Born 
and raised in Western Connecticut, Dr. 
Cosgrove moved to Georgia over 20 
years ago with her husband, two sons 
and daughter.  She received all of her de-
grees (bachelor’s, master’s, six-year de-
gree and doctorate) from the University 
of Connecticut.  Originally a first grade 
teacher, Cosgrove had become a college 
professor at Armstrong Atlantic State 
University in Savannah.  She ended up at 
GSC after 2006 and has been making her 
mark on this school ever since.
Compass:  Why did you end up mov-
ing from Connecticut to Georgia?
Maryellen Cosgrove: We (my hus-
band and I) deliberately chose to move 
to Georgia.   We saw that there were a lot 
of positive changes taking place in edu-
cation at the time, and I knew I wanted 
to be a part of it.
Compass: When did you realize that 
you wanted to be a 
teacher?
Cosgrove:  From 
the first day of first 
grade and I never 
lost that dream.  
Compass:  So, is 
it safe to say your 
first grade teacher 
had a big influence 
on you?
Cosgrove: Yes, of 
course.  Her name 
was Ms. Christillini. 
A funny story, years later, when I ended 
up teaching my own class I had to leave 
for pregnancy reasons.  I heard that the 
substitute that replaced me, Mrs. Malo-
ney, had the same mannerism and teach-
ing style that I had.  I decided to go visit 
the students a little bit down the road 
and upon walking into the classroom I 
heard a voice that sounded familiar.  As 
soon as I walk into the class I recognize 
that face right away, it was my Christil-
lini (now married and Mrs. Maloney).   I 
had not seen her since I was a six-year-
old, yet knew who she was immediately. 
You don’t always realize the impressions 
you make on a kid.
Compass:  What is the main dif-
ference between teaching elementary 
school and being a college professor?
Cosgrove:  Well when I taught first 
grade back then, usually students didn’t 
have kindergarten or pre-k.  So, when I 
worked with kids and taught them to read 
and decipher words, 
they would have that 
bright light in their 
eyes.  That was excit-
ing. Now, it’s a parallel. 
As a professor now, I 
see the student teach-
ers I supervise have 
the same bright light 
in their eyes when they 
teach their students 
and realize, “Wow! 
They understand what 
I am teaching them.” 
It is very rewarding to 
see that.
Compass:  Since 
you have been teach-
ing for a while, what do 
you think has changed 
the most over the 
years?
Cosgrove: Tech-
nology.  When I first 
started I only had a 
slide projector in my 
classroom.  Now there 
is instant access to in-
formation as well as 
many tools to use in the classroom.
Compass:  One big criticism of the 
current education system is too many 
teachers teach directly to the test. Do you 
agree with this?
Cosgrove:  In the same place, yes and 
no.  If the test impacts progress and criti-
cal thinking then it is only right to teach 
to the test.  However, if the test is some-
thing like a game show or trivial pursuit 
then it is lacking to teach towards it.  
Compass:  What advice would you 
give to anyone considering getting into 
education?
Cosgrove:  Our motto is to be a suc-
cessful educator you must be a caring 
individual, must be very reflective, must 
make valid decisions and be collabora-
tive with teachers, faculty and of course 
the parents.
Compass:  With the economy the way 
it is, why is teaching a good profession to 
get into?
Cosgrove:  A critical issue is 
people putting off retirement. 
Within our 13-county region 
here, two years ago over 90 per-
cent of the teachers who said 
they would retire didn’t.  It is very fea-
sible that any area at any time could lose 
over 50 percent of their teachers.   Also, 
pay in Georgia compared to the rest of 
the southeast United States is quite high. 
We are usually battling with North Caro-
lina and Virginia for top pay.  With the 
cost of living here you can really make a 
good living and have job security.  You 
don’t go into teaching for the money, but 
you can make an adequate living at the 
least.
Compass: Why would you recom-
mend teaching? 
Cosgrove: Being an educator at any 
level is rewarding, you’re making a dif-
ference in generations to come.   I always 
hear, “I always wanted to be a teacher, 
but thought I’d make more money in 
(whatever job), but I was never happy.” 
Also, many of those people are out of 
work because of the job security.  
Compass:  What is your vision for 
yourself and the education program here 
at GSC?
Cosgrove:  Well, my passion is to su-
pervise the student teachers, but I try to 
teach the EDUC 2110 class whenever 
possible.  I would love to add a lot more 
degrees: health, physical education and 
art, for example.  I see the school be-
coming a four-year college, this comes 
up a lot. Our mission is to whatever we 
commit to, just give our best.  So far we 
have handed out 105 bachelor’s degrees, 
including 30 more coming this May, and 
we are very proud of this since our first 
graduating class was May of 2008.
Compass:  Any final words of wisdom 
you would like to leave us with?
Cosgrove:  You can never underes-
timate the power of a casual comment 
that can carry with you though your life. 
When I was a student teacher, the person 
who supervised me told me, “Children 
are like sneakers, they all wear different 
sizes and you cannot force them into a 
size.”  That is still the same today, it to-
tally has not changed.  It was a comment 
that I will never forget.
Branden Lefty
Maryellen Cosgrove is the Dean of the School of Business, 
Education, Health and Wellness at GSC.
“(i  wanted to be a teach-
er) f rom the f i rst  day of f i rst 




Dean of the School of Business,  Educa-
t ion, health and Wellness
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If you have opened the Current Students 
tab on the GSC Web site lately, you have prob-
ably noticed something different. A recently 
added video series is drawing the attention of 
students.
“LakerFlash is a new video series with the 
goal of communicating announcements to 
current students in an effective way,” IT Web-
master Valerie Reeves said. The videos are de-
signed to inform students of upcoming events 
like public speeches and exhibits. It also pro-
vides useful information about student-based 
programs like Ride Share. 
Students and faculty teamed up to produce 
and publish the biweekly videos. In a com-
bined effort from the Oakwood and Oconee 
campuses, the production alternates between 
them. 
“The videos are not a lot of production. It’s 
an informal, YouTube-style video. Hopefully, 
it will be more interesting than a plain notice 
board,” Reeves, who is responsible for upload-
ing the videos onto the Web site, said.
Haley Carter, Joshua Crisp and John Wil-
liams are all part of the Digital Media Group. 
The DMG helps with the production and 
posting of LakerFlash videos. It is also the 
group that keeps eLearning up and running.
“Since this is a relatively new feature for the 
Web site, we’re still experimenting with the 
style, format and approach. Overall we’re try-
ing to keep it simple and lighthearted, as well 
as involve students, 
both as on-camera 
talents as well as in 
the production as-
pects,” Williams said 
in an e-mail. 
Williams works on eLearning in addi-
tion to teaching a film and video class on the 
Oconee Campus. From his class came the stu-
dent talent.
Students Michael Keaton and David Lee 
played pivotal roles in the production of a re-
cent video. Lee was responsible for handling 
the camera, while Keaton handled the busi-
ness in front of the lens. 
“Professor (Williams) had the script and 
cue cards ready for us when we showed up. So 
David and I split up the roles, me talking and 
being in front of the camera, and him being 
the cameraman,” Keaton said in an e-mail. 
Keaton looks forward to a more hands-on 
approach soon. “I am hoping that once we do 
a few more of these videos, Professor Williams 
will let us take on a more active role, such as 
writing the scripts and scenes, and maybe do 
the video editing ourselves,” Keaton went on 
to say. 
So next time you check your student e-mail 
or log onto eLearning, check out LakerFlash. 
It is found in the center of the screen once you 
go into the Current Students tab. 
Biweekly news videos: 
more fun than notice board
Special
Ashley Smith anchors one of the biweekly video annoucements posted by ID 
and developed by the Digital Media Group.
Lakerflash news updates
www.gsc.edu/currentstudents
“Overal l  we’re trying 
to keep i t  s imple and 
l ighthearted, as well
as involve students. . .”
-John Wil l iams




Early childhood education 
is a vital part of our country in 
today’s time. More teachers are 
needed for the increasing num-
ber of children in the United 
States. Two people are certainly 
up for the job.
Stephanie McFarland and 
Gail Broome are the co-pres-
idents of the Education Club. 
Every meeting a guest speaker 
comes in and talks to the club 
about the importance of early 
childhood education.
“Today we had a nurse from 
Oakwood Elementary School 
come talk to us about how to 
handle kids when they are sick,” 
Broome said. 
Other previous guest 
speakers include Hall County 
Schools Superintendent Will 
Schoefield, Kari Woodcock 
from the New World Language 
Academy and others.   
“When the speakers come 
and talk to us, they let us know 
what is going on in the schools 
so that we will be more pre-
pared when we get out there.” 
added Broome.
Education Club adviser, Bar-
bara Carpenter, says the club 
has grown tremendously since 
Gainesville State College start-
ed offering a 4-year education 
program.
“We’ve grown from about 
5 to 50-60 members… I think 
that (the 4-year program) made 
the big difference in how we 
have grown.” said Carpenter.
The activities of the Educa-
tion Club are not confined to 
meetings.  In a couple of weeks 
the Georgia Association of Ed-
ucators (GAE) convention will 
be hosted at GSC where speak-
ers will come from all over the 
state and hold seminars during 
the day.
“We’re always doing some-
thing with the kids in the 
community…We like to get 
involved with other clubs on 
campus too.” McFarland said.
Both McFarland and 
Broome have been in the club 
for 2 years now and both are 
set to graduate in Dec. 2010. 
Broome already has her associ-
ate degree.
“I joined the club because I 
thought it was a way to learn 
more about what is going on 
and to see what I could do to be 
involved,” McFarland said.
If you are interested about 
the Education Club contact 
Dr. Barbara Carpenter at bcar-
penter@gsc.edu or at 678-717-
3454.












The first task 
involed pull-
ing the smaller 
plants up by 
hand, including 
the root system. 
For larger Priv-
et bushes, the 
plant is sheared 
at ground-level. 
Then the stump 
and root sys-









plied the tools 
and equipment, 
in addition to 
volunteers. Harding worked 
closely with Deloris Smith of 
the HCMG and Margi Flood, 
professor at GSC.
Professor Flood has been 
doing Privet removal for sev-
eral years as part of the labs for 
environmental science courses. 
“I doubt we will ever get rid of 
it all, but we can make a dent,” 
said Flood. 




Student Brian Harding, a 
botany and plant pathology ma-
jor, is a man on a mission. His 
objective: to rid the campus of 
the invasive plant species; Chi-
nese Privet. 
Chinese Privet is an ever-
green shrub, first introduced 
to the U.S. as a hedge plant. It 
rapidly overgrew boundaries 
and began imposing on native 
species, one of the key factors 
in determining a species to be 
invasive. 
Harding noticed that the 
Privet was growing unchecked 
in certain parts of campus, most 
noticeably on the hiking trail 
below the tennis courts. Know-
ing the volatility of the plant’s 
expansion, he decided to take 
action.
 “You just can’t control it, no 
matter what you think. It puts 
some of Georgia’s rare and en-
dangered plants more toward 
the brink. It could wipe out 
entire populations (of plants),” 
Harding said.
Brian oversaw the project 
during the four Saturdays in 
November as students, faculty, 
members of the Hall County 
Master Gardeners and Boy 
Scout affiliates showed up to 
lend a hand. “The response has 
mushroomed into something 
that has been so much, much 
Brian harding:




Student Brian Harding tosses a Chinese Privet plant into a pile near the tennis court. 
Harding noticed the invasive plant was growing unchecked around campus.
Merrill Morris
Standing in front of a pile of uprooted 
Chinese Privet, Harding displays some 
of the plant’s berries.
In a continued effort to keep 
GSC green, the project will con-
tinue later in the semester. On 
Fridays- March 5, 19 and 26 
from 1-4 and Saturdays- March 
20 and 27 from 9-1, the next set 
of removals will take place.
If you are interested in vol-
unteering, you can contact Bri-
an Harding at 924138185@gsc.
edu, or Prof. Flood at mflood@
gsc.edu.
Alligatorweed is a 
rooted floating plant 
that invades aquat-
ic areas and adjoin-
ing uplands through-
out the South. it was 
first brought over from 
South America around 
1900.
English ivy is a vine 
that invades wood-
lands, field, and other 
upland areas, and run-
ners and birds spread 
it. it can grow along 
the ground and in the 
tree canopy. it is na-
tive to Europe and was 
brought over by early 
settlers for ornamental 
purposes.
Probably one of the 
most recognizable in-
vasive plants, kudzu 
is a vine that grows 
mostly in disturbed ar-
eas such as roadsides, 
right-of-ways, forest 
edges, and old field. 
Kudzu, originally from 
Asia, was introduced 
to the united States in 
1876 and planted for 
erosion control.
Mimosa is a small, 
invasive tree that is 
commonly found in old 
fields, stream banks, 
and roadsides. A na-
tive of Asia, it was first 
brought to the united 
States in 1745 as an or-
namental plant.
A free floating aquat-
ic plant, waterhyacinth 
has invaded aquatic 
areas throughout the 
Southeast. introduced 
as an ornamental plant 
in New Orleans in 1884, 
waterhyacinth comes 
from South America.
Designed by Branden Lefty
Information and pictures from www.invasive.org
